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REMEMBRANCE DAY 
ANZAC CENTENARY COMMEMORATIONS 

Statement by Premier 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [2.04 pm]: As members would be aware, today is 
Remembrance Day, a day on which we pause to observe one minute’s silence at 11.00 am in memory of those 
who served, suffered or died in all wars and armed conflicts. This Remembrance Day marks 96 years since 
the Armistice that ended fighting in the First World War. 

Last month I informed the house about the events marking the 100th anniversary of the departure of the first 
convoy of ships carrying the Australian Imperial Force and the New Zealand Expeditionary Force to the 
First World War. From 30 October to 2 November, Western Australians, as well as visitors from interstate and 
overseas, commemorated the centenary of the departure with a series of activities in Albany, Blackboy Hill and 
Fremantle. These events were well attended and received widespread praise from attending dignitaries, 
participants and media. 

Approximately 40 000 people participated in the Anzac Albany events over the four days, including 
8 000 people for the ceremonial sunset and 20 000 during the commemorative service at Albany Peace Park on 
Saturday morning. Twelve thousand people attended the community concert on Saturday evening. While in 
Albany, I officially opened the world-class National Anzac Centre on Mt Adelaide, with the Australian and 
New Zealand Prime Ministers. The centre was jointly funded by the state and federal governments and will be 
operated by the City of Albany. Some 5 000 people went through the centre on its opening weekend and I am 
sure all would agree that it provides a moving and powerful experience, with spectacular views and a very 
sophisticated interpretation of the story of the fleet departure, the First World War and its aftermath. 

The “1914: WA Diggers Depart” events also attracted a significant number of people. Approximately 
600 attended a community event at Blackboy Hill on the evening of Thursday, 30 October, and 2 000 people 
attended a commemorative service at Fremantle port. Hundreds of school students and community members 
turned out along the line and at stations to wave off a heritage train specially recommissioned to recreate the 
journey taken 100 years ago by Western Australian troops from their training camp at Blackboy Hill to 
Fremantle port. The significant media coverage meant that many people across Western Australia, Australia and 
the world who could not attend events were still able to participate and to learn more about the role of our state 
and our service men and women in the First World War. 

I would like to thank all those involved in the planning and development of the recent events, and I would 
particularly like to note the extensive planning done by the Cities of Albany and Fremantle, the Returned and 
Services League of Australia WA, the Department of Veterans’ Affairs, the Australian Defence Force, the 
Public Transport Authority and the Hotham Valley Tourist Railway. I would also like to thank Richard Muirhead 
and his team. I make special mention of the people of Albany, who volunteered in their hundreds to assist, who 
presented the town so well, and who welcomed so many visitors with pride, good humour and a dignity befitting 
the poignancy of the commemoration. Planning continues for the initiatives and events that will roll out over the 
coming years of the Anzac centenary. 
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